
 
 
 

FAIRFIELD PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2014 
 
 
 

The monthly meeting of the Fairfield Parks and Recreation Board was conducted on Tuesday, July 15, 
2014 at the Fairfield Greens South Trace Golf Course. Chair Doug Meece called the meeting to order at 
6:00 PM.  Board Members in attendance were:  Bob Breen, Bob Myron, Debbie Pennington, Craig 
Keller, Billy Smith and Rodney Spencer. Staff members in attendance were Robert Schappacher, 
Facilities/Operations Manager; Brad Williams, Operations Coordinator; Ben Strickler, Community 
Events Coordinator; Dave Hartman, Golf Professional; Greg Morrow, Maintenance Coordinator; and 
Cyndi Kreke, Secretary.  Jim Bell, Parks and Recreation Director, was serving on a CAPRA accreditation 
visitation team to Logan, UT; therefore absent from the meeting. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Craig Stroud, Union Steward/Golf Maintenance Division 
employee was present representing the local American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees for the City.  On behalf of the local AFSCM union, Mr. Stroud requested that the Board 
reinstate the employee discounts on admissions to parks and recreation facilities.  A brief discussion 
followed and the Board requested that staff research the ethical legalities and advise at the August 
meeting.   
  
 
MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  The June 2014 meeting minutes were approved as 
written.   
  
 
REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR:   
 
Tobacco Products / Village Green Park Letter:  Ben Strickler discussed the letter forwarded to the 
Board regarding smoking at outdoor community events; particularly at Village Green Park, and the 
citizen’s request to prohibit smoking within the parks.  Mr. Strickler stated that this concern is raised 
periodically by patrons at Village Green Park events.  The Board discussed possible remedies including 
prohibiting smoking at events, a designated smoking area and/or announcement prior to events pertaining 
to smoking consideration.  Staff was requested to investigate how other park districts handled this issue 
within their outdoor events and the Board would discuss this matter further at their September meeting. 
 
Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update:  Bob Schappacher informed the Board 
that the Eppley Institute for Parks and Public Lands is currently working on the benchmarking portion of 
the master plan; with surveys being sent to “best practices” communities.  The Eppley team will be 
returning to Fairfield in August to begin the parks/facilities needs assessment phase of the master plan 
process.   
 
 
 



 
CAPRA Update:  Brad Williams informed the Board that NRPA/CAPRA accreditation visitors will be 
on-site Monday, July 21 through Friday, July 25, 2014.  The accreditation review process will officially 
begin on Tuesday, July 22, 2014.  Staff feels confident that the department will achieve accreditation 
status.  Mr. Williams reminded the Board of the upcoming meet and greet with the CAPRA visitation 
team at the Fairfield Greens South Trace clubhouse on Tuesday, July 22 at 6:00 pm. 
 
 
REPORTS OF AD HOC COMMITTEES:     
 
City Council Update:  Debbie Pennington reported that FEMA was in the process of revamping the 
flood plain map for the City of Fairfield; with changes taking effect in the Fall of 2015.  Mrs. Pennington 
stated that at the July Council meeting a proclamation was awarded to Rob Humbert for donation of 
services to repair the recently vandalized bronze sculpture at the Veterans Memorial Park.  Mrs. 
Pennington also reported on the upcoming Sunbonnet Days festival at Gilbert Farms Park; the festival 
will be August 2 and 3, 2014. 
 
Planning Commission Update:  Bob Myron reported that the pervious Planning Commission meeting 
had been cancelled.  
 
Environmental Commission Update:  Rodney Spencer reported that the July Environmental 
Commission meeting had been cancelled.   
 
Cultural Arts Advisory Commission Update:  Bob Breen reported that the current gallery exhibit was 
the works of the Hilltop Artists.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Bob Breen inquired as to whether CORA (Cincinnati Off Road Alliance) received 
permission to work on the trails at Harbin Park.  Bob Schappacher informed Mr. Breen that he had been 
in contact with Terry Klei from CORA and permission was given to CORA at the June Parks and 
Recreation Board meeting to move forward with relocation of several trails to avoid erosion issues. The 
routine maintenance on the trails is an on-going process with CORA.   
    
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None 
 
The Board decided that a tour of the golf course facilities was unnecessary; since the Board was familiar 
with the facilities.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM.  The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled to be held on 
Tuesday, August 19, 2014, at 6:00 PM, at the Thomas O Marsh Fishing Lake.  
 
Cyndi A. Kreke, 
Secretary 
 


