FAIRFIELD PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016

The monthly meeting of the Fairfield Parks and Recreation Board was conducted on Tuesday, September
20, 2016, at Thomas O. Marsh Park. Chair Doug Meece called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. Board
Members in attendance were: Leslie Besl, Dean Bruewer, Doug Meece, Dennis Miller, Debbie
Pennington, and Mark Rice. Board Member Dale Paullus was excused. Staff members in attendance
were James Bell, Parks and Recreation Director; Robert Schappacher, Parks/Facilities Manager; Bradley
Williams, Operations Coordinator; and Cyndi Kreke, Secretary. Also in attendance was Alex Maier,
Cincinnati Off-Road Alliance representative.

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: Doug Meece welcomed new members Leslie Besl and Mark Rice to
the Board.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the August meeting were approved as presented.
REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR:

Harbin Park Improvement Project Update: Jim Bell updated the Board on the September 15" public
input session conducted by staff and Brandstetter/Carroll at the Community Arts Center. The team
shared with the public the latest conceptual design; which was a compilation of the ideas presented at
the June public input session and public comments from the MySidewalk website. Mr. Bell reviewed the
conceptual design with the Board and stated that overall the design was well accepted at the public
hearing. The next step in the process is a joint meeting with City Council and the Parks and Recreation
Board on Tuesday, October 11, 2016, at the Fairfield Municipal Building. The Board decided that the
joint meeting would serve as the Board’s October meeting. Dean Bruewer stated that the
Environmental Commission had reviewed the conceptual design at their September meeting and offered
a few comments, which would be shared with the consultants.

2017 Operating Budget Review: Jim Bell updated the Board on the City’'s 2017 Operating Budget
process, specific to the Parks and Recreation Department. Mr. Bell reviewed the Department’s funding
sources (General Fund, Recreation Facilities Fund and Recreation Activities Fund) and how each funding
source related to specific Parks and Recreation divisions. Mr. Bell stated that the 2017 budget remained
basically flat and reviewed the specific division’s budget requests and comparable 2016 budget figures
(attached). Mr. Bell stated that all the City Department’s budgets were currently in the administrative
review process and would be presented to City Council in the fourth quarter for approval. The Board
concurred with the 2017 budget report.

Clean Ohio Grant/Muskopf Property Acquisition: Jim Bell reported that an agreement had been
reached with the heirs of the Muskopf property (River Road) for the purchase of the approximately 3
acres on the corner of River Road and John Gray Road, adjacent to Marsh Park. The purchase
agreement was contingent upon the City receiving a Clean Ohio Grant, which would fund 75% of the
purchase. It would be necessary to approve two companion pieces of legislation under New Business to
begin the process; one for the submittal of the grant and one for the purchase of the property. City



Council will be discussing similar legislation at their September 26" City Council meeting. Mr. Bell stated
that the Clean Ohio grant application deadline was October 7" and the Clean Ohio committee would be
reviewing the grants on October 20" and October 27"

Marsh Park Tour: Jim Bell stated that a tour of Marsh Park would be conducted following the business
portion of the meeting for any interested Board members.

REPORT OF OTHER BOARDS & COMMISSIONS / AD HOC COMMITTEES:

City Council Report: Debbie Pennington reported that at the last City Council meeting the Mayor had
presented the Fairfield Optimist Club with a proclamation and Key to the City in celebration of the Club’s
60" Anniversary. Mrs. Pennington also reported that City Council had passed legislation that appointed
Leslie Besl to the Parks and Recreation Board, disposed of several pieces of equipment/vehicles on
GovDeals.com, and purchased a replacement chiller for the Community Arts Center. Mrs. Pennington
reported that the Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Luncheon and Business Showcase are scheduled for
October 5" at Receptions and the Department’s Farm and Treat Halloween Program was October 19",
Mrs. Pennington distributed the fall 2016 Fairfield Historical Society’s newsletter.

Planning Commission: No Report

School Board Report: Mark Price reported that the District’s school buildings construction projects are
continuing on schedule, that the District’s website has a new tab that highlights current News/Flyers
(the Farm/Treat Flyer is listed under the tab), and that the District announced that three of its students
are National Merit Scholars semi-finalists.

Environmental Commission: Dean Bruewer reported that at the last Environmental Commission
meeting the Commission had reviewed/commented on the Harbin Park conceptual design (previously
discussed under Director’s Report). The Commission is also investigating recycling options for the City
(for the disposal of larger items), similar to the Butler County Recycling and City of Montgomery
programs. The Commission will also be conducting a “pruning seminar” at the September 21° Farmer’s
Market.

Cultural Arts Advisory Commission: Dennis Miller reported that at the last Cultural Arts Advisory
Commission meeting that the Commission had finalized its 2017 art gallery exhibit schedule and was
planning for the 200" anniversary of the Elisha Morgan Mansion (June 2017) and the 2017 Village Green
Fine Arts Fair (June 2017). Mr. Miller also reported that tickets went on sale, September 1%, for the
2016-2017 theatrical/musical seasons at the Community Arts Center.

Golf Course Ad Hoc Committee: Doug Meece reported that the Golf Course committee had not met
recently, but would be meeting in the third quarter to review the summer golf/aquatic season. Brad
Williams reported that the golf courses were showing signs of turf stress, due to the recent/current
weather conditions. Also, the golf maintenance crews were in the process of aerating the tee boxes.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:



Resolution 2016-10: It was moved and seconded that the Fairfield Parks and Recreation Board
authorizes the City Manager to submit an Ohio Pubic Works Commission/Clean Ohio Grant application
for the purchase of the Muskopf property in accordance with the grant application on file in the office of
the City Manager. The resolution passed unanimously.

Resolution 2016-11: It was moved and seconded that the Fairfield Parks and Recreation Board
authorizes the City Manager to enter into a contract with Ann M. Henry and Nancy R. Helm for the
purchase of the Muskopf property located at the corner of River Road and Gray Road, known as 6460
River Road, Fairfield, Ohio, in accordance with the agreement on file in the office of the City Manager.
The resolution passed unanimously.

Dean Bruewer reported that the Fairfield Food Pantry had received approximately 250 pounds of
canned food items through its donation barrel program during the Village Green Summer Concert series
and approximately 350 pounds of canned food items through the Fairfield Aquatic Center’s discounted
admission program (September 3" — 5™). Mr. Bruewer thanked the Board and the Department for
allowing the Food Pantry to be a part of the Department’s programs. Jim Bell stated that the Food
Pantry continued to have a donation barrel at the Community Arts Center and the Department would be
partnering with the Pantry during the holiday season with several of the seasonal programs.

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: Alex Maier commented that the western portion of Harbin Park
(adjacent to Parkland Hills subdivision) may be suitable for a re-forestation project; due to its lack of
infiltration of invasive species.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None requested

ADJOURNMENT: The Parks and Recreation Board meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM. The next meeting of
the Parks and Recreation Board is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2016, 6:00 PM, at the Fairfield
Municipal Building. The meeting will be a joint meeting with the Fairfield City Council, as part of the City
Council/City Manager Briefing. The Board will not meet on Tuesday, October 18, 2016 (traditional third
Tuesday of the month), due to the joint meeting.

Jim Bell and Brad Williams conducted a tour of Marsh Park for the Board members following the
meeting.

Cyndi A. Kreke
Secretary



